We can draw the cautious conclusion from this Eurotest that the road signs of the Vienna Convention are not fully understood by all Europeans. 

Why?

We can assume that the signs in this convention do not apply in every European country. For example  ‘no parking on even dates on the side of the road where the sign stands’:
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The convention allows for many variations of this type of sign (red edge, blue background with two diagonal stripes or a cross). That the sign has something to do with a parking prohibition is clear but for which zone, on which days and in which direction is not uniformly indicated in every European country. The sign in question indicates that no parking is allowed on that side of the road on even dates. 
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In addition, the convention includes signs indicated the direction to be followed. The last sign above, however, is a combination of the first three signs and it only applies in Belgium. This sign bears no relation to the meaning given in the convention. It indicates that vehicles can be overtaken on either side. Needless to say, the meaning of a sign applies to the place where it is sited. 

Another example: 
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These signs both indicate a bump in the road yet they look different. Why? The first sign is only used in Belgium and indicates a speed hump. The second sign indicates an uneven road and means that drivers should adjust their speed and steering as necessary. However, if the second sign is placed at a speed hump their can be no question as to its meaning. The colours of the signs increase their value for drawing attention. Many countries have designed their own signs to indicate speed humps. The solution for uniformity appears to already be present in the convention. 

Another element is the policy in each country concerning indicating speed limits. These limits can be a minimum or maximum speed, or a recommended speed. Minimum and recommended speeds in particular can cause problems. These signs are very similar but have completely different meanings. 
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Although in terms of regulating traffic safety, the signage of the Vienna Convention is exhaustive, many countries appear not to apply all the signs. Moreover, significant differences can be seen between the signs not included in the Convention that are used in various countries. 
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In conclusion, it can be noted that European road signs indicating certain situations are not in the best interests of European road users in terms of creating clarity. 

To recap, the following points are at issue: 

· Signs are not used uniformly throughout the EU

· Country-specific signs are used that are not set down in the Vienna Convention

· Different signs are used that have the same meaning

